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From John F. Rich to General Butler
NEW PORTLAND, MAINE, Feb. 6th, 1865
MY DEAB SIR: A year ago or more, I had the pleasure of meeting you at Portland, and knowing your readiness to serve our loyal cause, I feel at liberty to address you on a matter of vital interest to the people of all our states.
Whatever West Point prejudices may effect, the honest patriot everywhere can but regret your removal from active duty; principally, because you did something that manifested regard for our suffering prisoners. Too much credit cannot be awarded your humane endeavors, and too many purely loyal citizens can but regret that our brave soldiers are seemingly abandoned to barbarity; that too nice points of equality and law send so many of our sons and neighbors to graves in rebel limits.
They purpose here in Maine, by and through our Legislature, to respectfully ask of Congress, "Why not exchange as General Butler has proposed? Why not exchange somehow?" We would not ask for national degradation or submission to traitors in the least, but can we not effect the release of our boys, honorably and at once?
I am solicited, in behalf of the committee, to present the matter from Somerset Co., to ask you to favor us with your views thereon. Can you so favor us with a petition?
Yours vrith regard, JOHN F. RICH, AWy. at Law
From Colonel Shaffer to General Butler
PBIVATB.   FBEBPOHT, ILL., Feb. 7th, 1865
DEAR GENERAL: I have read your speech. I think it would be proper for you to have the public in some way get to understand your proposition for retaliation. A year ago Stanton agreed to let you have control of the prisoners and put them at Hatteras and Lewis Points, and treat them in all respects as the Rebs treated ours, and that after you had got ready, he then backed out and refused to let you, and that you then arranged to have packages sent our prisoners on condition that the Rebs should do the same, and that Stanton refused to let you carry out that arrangement, which caused much suffering, and I think if you manage Mulford he would testify that Stanton told Tnm that our prisoners could serve their country best by remaining in prison. Your speech tells part